PRESS RELEASE

Minister Cullen announces a further step along the road to implementation of the National Spatial Strategy

Mr Martin Cullen, T.D., Minister for the Environment and Local Government, today (1 May 2003) announced that he has made two legal instruments to support Regional Authorities in their vital work of preparing Regional Planning Guidelines as part of the implementation of the National Spatial Strategy.

Firstly, the Minister has issued the (Regional Planning Guidelines) Direction to Regional Authorities 2003. Using his powers under section 21(1) of the Planning and Development the Minister has directed the following regional authorities to make regional planning guidelines for the whole of their regions:


Border Regional Authority


Midland Regional Authority


Mid West Regional Authority


South East Regional Authority


South West Regional Authority


West Regional Authority. 

The Minister has also, by way of the Direction, used his powers under section 21(3)(a) of the 2000 Act, to direct the Dublin and Mid East Regional Authorities to jointly make new regional planning guidelines. When made, these new regional planning guidelines will replace the Strategic Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area, which were published in 1999.

Secondly, the Minister has made the Planning and Development (Regional Planning Guidelines) Regulations 2003 which set out a number of procedural requirements in relation to the preparation of regional planning guidelines by regional authorities. These procedural requirements are additional to those already set out in the provisions of the Planning and Development Act 2000. In particular, the new Regulations specify the National Spatial Strategy as being of relevance to the determination of strategic planning policies. This means that regional authorities must take account of the National Spatial Strategy when preparing and making regional planning guidelines for their areas.

“As I have previously indicated, I am determined to ensure that the National Spatial Strategy informs the spatial aspects of public sector planning, policies and programmes and assists in the determination of investment priorities,” said the Minister. “The preparation and making of regional planning guidelines by the Regional Authorities will be an important step in ensuring implementation of the Strategy at regional level,” he continued.

