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Minister Dempsey Outlines Need for Choices on Ireland’s Future Development

"The National Spatial Strategy is about where we and our children will live, where we will work, where we will shop, where we will educate our people, where we will access services and where we will spend our leisure time", said Minister for the Environment and Local Government Noel Dempsey T.D. opening a special forum about the strategy attended by 250 leaders of representative interest groups and local government in Limerick today (Friday, December 1st).

The Minister continued, "We need to consider the future economic and social needs of the whole country, balancing the interests of economic growth with quality of life.  There will be some tough choices to make, between economic development and the environment, urban and rural needs, regional balance and international competitiveness".  Minister Dempsey emphasised that representative interests and local authorities are being asked to take an active role in making those choices and shaping the approach to spatial planning.  "The strategy, to be successful, can only be developed in partnership with all sectors of our society, including local and regional representatives, the social partners, various public agencies, interest groups and citizens generally".

The forum heard that Ireland has to plan for population growth of up to 900,000 over the next 20 years and has to plan where these people will live and work and what infrastructure support and social facilities (education, healthcare etc) will be required to complement this.  It is also heard projections for growth in car ownership from the present 1.2m to almost 2.1m by 2016.  When contrasted against falling usage of sustainable transport (public transport, cycling, walking) this presents a major challenge in managing future transport needs.

"Spatial Strategy planning must, within an overall-planning framework seek to influence the future location of different sorts of development.  That is the only way we can achieve our goal of more balanced regional development".

Ronnie Devlin

Press and Information Office 


Padraig McKeon/Johanna Cassells

Tel: (01) 888 2638  (direct)



Drury Communications

(01) 888 2000 





Tel: (01) 260 5000 

087 257 5232 (mobile)

E-Mail: press-office@environ.irlgov.ie

_1037096158.doc
[image: image1.png]T, OGO
AN ROINN € OMHSHAOIL AGUS RIALTAIS AITH

AT

DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT
AND LOEAL GOVERNMENT







