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National Forum on Spatial Strategy Development

The Department of Environment & Local Government today (Wednesday 15 November 2000) announced the hosting of a national forum to address the progress to date, the issues and the planned process for conclusion of the National Spatial Strategy.

The forum, to be held in Limerick on Friday 1 December, will be attended by leaders from a broad range of interest groups - sectoral, regional, government and non government.  A day of presentations and open discussion will be officially opened by the Minister for the Environment & Local Government, Mr Noel Dempsey TD, and comes almost half way through the four stage process of developing the Strategy.

It will give an overview of the specific context for decision making on the Strategy which has been established over the past ten months through the work of the Department’s dedicated Spatial Planning Unit.  It will also identify the key issues that must be addressed through a detailed public consultation process, which is planned for the first half of 2001.  The forum is intended to raise a broader awareness of those issues and stimulate proactive participation in that consultative process.
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Background notes for editors attached.
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