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LAUNCH OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION PAPER ON

 NATIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY

· Indications of policy published for public comment

· www.irishspatialstrategy.ie also launched

The Minister for the Environment and Local Government, Mr. Noel Dempsey T.D. today (Wednesday, 5th September 2001) launched the public consultation process that will form the final phase in the development of the National Spatial Strategy (NSS). The Minister also launched the website, www.irishspatialstrategy.ie containing detailed background on developments to date in the preparation of the strategy.

The launch took place in Charlestown, Co Mayo in the shadow of John Healy Memorial Park, remembering Healy’s description of a process of stagnation which the National Spatial Strategy can help to reverse.

As a basis for the consultation, Mr. Dempsey launched a public consultation paper - ‘Indications for the Way Ahead’ - on the key ideas, questions and issues that need to be understood and addressed in finalising the strategy.

The document gives indications as to the emerging shape of the National Spatial Strategy under four core headings

- economic activity
- access to social infrastructure and services
- the environment 

·  implementation of the NSS.

The final consultation process follows over a year of work by the Spatial Planning Unit (SPU) of the Department drawing upon both analysis of the important factors underlying success in regional development and consultations with the public. This work has concluded that the approach to achieving balanced regional development that shows most promise is one based on:

(1) strengthening the number and distribution of strong players – urban centres – possessing the right characteristics of size, population, infrastructure and competitiveness and with the ability to energise the potential of surrounding urban and rural areas,

(2) building upon the different characteristics and capabilities of various areas through matching policies and local circumstances. The Paper suggests that in considering cities, towns, rural areas and the economic and social links between them, Ireland can be viewed in terms of a number of functional areas. 

(3) developing these functional areas by energising them through focusing in each on the strengths of a limited number of places in a way which allows all parts of these areas to realise their potential for economic and social development.   

Minister Dempsey emphasised that the principal objectives of the NSS are to

· facilitate balance in Ireland’s future development and 

· provide guidance on developing policies than can bring jobs closer to people

“Every area of the country must have the opportunity to develop its own particular potential while having regard for the needs of the country as a whole. The NSS will provide a broad framework, to which local authorities, state agencies and the private sector will in the future be able to work in providing those opportunities.

The work to date has identified where we are today in development terms and where we are likely to go if nothing is done. The analysis has identified a number of key elements that are required to develop sustainable, successful areas. It then raises broad questions on the options available for achieving these.  Our desire now is that people will help to frame the options that are best suited to their particular areas”.

This final phase of consultation will take place over an eight week period to October 31st.  It will provide the opportunity for the public at large, representative organisations and interest groups to make submissions outlining their views and preferences on the options for development that are presented in the indications paper.

The full text of the consultation indications paper and other NSS documents are available through libraries, County Council Offices and other public bodies and on the internet at www.irishspatialstrategy.ie 
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Editors notes:

The National Spatial Strategy (NSS)
The NSS is a big picture” plan for how Ireland will develop over the next 20 years.  It’s all about people and places – the places where people live, the places where they work and how people move between one and the other.

Spatial Planning Unit (SPU)

The SPU was established specifically within the Department of the Environment and Local Government to undertake the work of preparing the National Spatial Strategy.  

Functional areas

The work completed to date for the NSS suggests that spatial trends and patterns of activity and development in Ireland can be seen in terms of distinct areas containing cities or towns and their hinterlands. Typically, these are areas that tend to share common characteristics and issues, where people live their working, schooling, shopping and leisure lives, and with which many can identify. This sense of identification spans the urban/rural divide and frequently extends across county boundaries. 
