Press Release

Cullen initiates review of the Retail Planning Guidelines insofar as they relate to the Floorspace Cap on Retail Warehouses

Supporting the objectives of the National Spatial Strategy 

will be central to the review.

Mr Martin Cullen, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, today (19 August) announced that he has initiated a limited review of the Retail Planning Guidelines. The Retail Planning Guidelines originally came into effect on 1 January 2001.

The review now being initiated will focus on the floorspace cap on retail warehouses contained in the Guidelines. The Guidelines currently prescribe a maximum floor area of 6,000 square metres gross retail floorspace for large-scale single retail warehouse development. This cap is now being reviewed, taking account of the need to ensure effective competition in this sector of retailing and to ongoing developments in retail formats, while ensuring proper planning and sustainable development.

“The Guidelines were intended to ensure that the principles of sustainable land use development would apply to the future development of the retail sector in Ireland, while a competitive retail sector benefiting the consumer would also be facilitated,” said the Minister. “While I am generally satisfied that the Guidelines are operating satisfactorily, concerns have been expressed about the impact of the cap on Retail Warehouses on competition. Accordingly, I am commencing this review to establish whether any modifications are required to this aspect of the Guidelines,” he added. Central to this review will be the potential impact of the National Spatial Strategy on the Guidelines and the need to ensure that cities and towns have the range of retail facilities that supports their attractiveness and competitiveness for investment and population growth.

To assist in carrying out the review, the Minister has invited submissions from interested parties. These submissions must be sent to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government by 3rd October 2003. A Briefing Paper outlining some of the issues to be examined as part of the review is available from the Department to assist persons intending to make submission on the review.

Following this period of consultation, the Minister will assess any comments received and these will be fully taken into account before any modifications are made to the Guidelines.

